
Colwyn Bay Heritage Group AGM 
27th June 2011, Bay Learning Centre Colwyn Bay 

 
 

Attended by 
Helen Jackson, Communities First (chair) 
Kiera Jackson, Communities First (minute secretary) 
Lucy O’Connell, Bay Life + 
Eunice Roberts, Colwyn Bay Library    
Cindy Lowe 
Davis Masding 
Peter Detheridge 
Arthur Creber 
Lynne Jones, Colony of Ants 
Gordon Palliser, Colwyn Bay Civic Society 
Graham Roberts, Colwyn Bay Civic Society 
 
Apologies 
Shane Wetton 
Jim Lowe 
John Howard 
Anne Thomas 
 
HJ thanked everyone for attending and asked for introductions around the 
table as some people have not met. 
 
HJ handed out an overview of the groups activities with some photos and then 
played a clip from the audio trail that the younger participants had worked on.  
HJ asked for any feedback.  AC thought the interest from young people and 
their affection for their town was fantastic.  LJ thought the lyrics were great.  
GR asked when the audio clip will be used and JH confirmed that it is at the 
end of the audio trail.  CL asked if the Lyrics could be transcribed. 
 
HJ read through the overview of the groups activities over the last 12 months 
 
Walk Leaflet and Audio Trail 
The final draft of the leaflet was handed out.  This will hopefully go to print at 
the end of July.  GR noted that the group have worked extremely hard on this.  
DM explained that he envisages this walk leaflet to be the first in a series.  DM 
also mentioned that the walk has featured in the Conwy Walking Week 
brochure and as far as he is aware, this is the first time Colwyn Bay has 
featured in it. 
 
HJ felt that the audio trail brings the walk to life and hopes it will appeal to 
people who wouldn’t usually pick up a leaflet.  AC noted the generational 
difference in technology.  It is great to see that the audio trail is available on 
MP3 and also downloadable onto mobile phones which should appeal to 
younger people. 
 



Workbook 
A draft of the workbook has been completed but we are now waiting for the 
final version.  HJ advised that Louise Hutchinson (Ysgol Pendorlan teacher) 
would prefer this to be available as a downloadable PDF instead of in hard 
copy format.  This will enable teachers to download the bits they want from 
the Heritage Group’s website.  
 
Oral History  
Oral History training took place in Bangor University and was attended mostly 
by Eirias High School pupils aged 14-17.  HJ advised that the interested form 
the children was fantastic.  Most of the children are currently sitting exams so 
the oral history interviews were postponed slightly but we are hoping these 
will start this week.  CL commented on how lovely it was to see the 
enthusiasm of the interviewees wanting to share their stories.   
 
AC said it would be interesting to see how many children that attended the 
training in Bangor University went on to completing interviews.  HJ added that 
further training may be required to show how to edit audio files.   
 
Website  
LJ advised that the Heritage Group are now up and running on Twitter and 
have twelve followers!  HJ added that her Mum is running a Twitter course 
through CVSC if anyone would be interested in attending.  Both CL and LJ 
expressed an interest.   
 
LJ confirmed the end of September as a target completion date for the 
Website.  LJ set a deadline of the beginning of August for all website content 
to be submitted.  ER asked if photos should be submitted with the text or 
separately.  LJ confirmed that she would discuss how she would like the 
content and photos to be submitted outside of this meeting but did advise that 
text should be kept to approximately 400 words.  Content exceeding this word 
limit will have to be attached to the website separately as a PDF. 
 
Time capsule 
The project developed from an idea that young people bought to the group.  
HJ said the group will use the local press to promote the time capsule in order 
to enable local people to have a say on what goes in it.  HJ hopes that the 
capsule will be ready in time to tie in with the completion of Parc Eirias where 
it will be housed.  GR asked who decided that the capsule is to be opened in 
fifty years.  HJ confirmed that this was the young people’s decision. 
 
Launch 
We are currently awaiting a date for all projects to go live.  HJ said the group 
are looking at mid to late September, this will be during term time to link in 
with the schools and hopefully also link in with the opening of Colwyn Bay 
Theatre. 
 
 
 
 



Financial Report 
ER read through the financial statement a copy of which was handed to 
everyone present.  ER advised that it is almost time to draw down some more 
money from the Heritage Lottery fund.  PD asked what the projected spend is 
going forward.  ER will get a copy of this sent to PD.  HJ noted that there have 
been a few over and under spends but that the Heritage Lottery have been 
very flexible.  DM added that Barclays Bank has not been particularly helpful 
and he would not recommend them. 
 
Election of Committee 
The group have decided not to elect a committee so far.  HJ believes it now 
advisable to elect these roles.  HJ asked for volunteers for the positions of 
chair person, secretary and treasurer.  ER agreed that she was happy to 
continue in the role of treasurer if no one else wanted to put themselves 
forward.  All members were in agreement for ER to continue in this role.  AC 
felt unprepared for this election and would prefer to have time to talk about it 
outside of this meeting.  AC did agree, however thinks that although the group 
have managed well with support of Communities First it is now time to elect 
formal officers.  GP asked if HJ could continue in her current role.  HJ 
explained that she is able to support groups in their infancy but the idea is to 
then take a step back and reduce support from and act as link to other groups 
and contacts. In addition Communities First funding is only in place until 
March 2012. DM noted that it is important to recognise the differing roles of 
council officers and group members. 
 
DM thought it a good idea to encourage a wider group onto the core 
committee but this can often be challenging.  GP agreed that it can be hard to 
recruit volunteers.  AC thought it a good idea encourage new people on to the 
core committee. 
 
As no one put themselves forward for the officer roles this will be discussed 
further at the next meeting. 
 
Next twelve months 
PD asked what will happen going forward as towards the end of the year, all 
projects will be complete with the exception of the workbook and the 
continuing development of the website.  PD suggested looking into producing 
further leaflets or other projects.  DM advised that the group are currently 
geographically restricted to the Communities First area however going 
forward, perhaps the heritage of chapels and churches or Pwllychrochan 
woods could be explored.   
 
CL and DM both agreed that more events would be useful in the future.  GR 
added that events are exceptionally good for publicising and could also 
encourage people onto the core committee.   
 
HJ advised that there is also the ‘People’s Collection’ website available for 
individuals to upload their photos onto and share their memories and 
experiences.  AC expressed that he thinks personal photos are beneficial as 



well as general ones as this can sometimes paint a bigger picture of history.  
LJ added that these could maybe go on the website. 
 
DR would like a discussion in the next meeting about what could happen 
going forward and to discuss funding. Composing a timeline would be 
beneficial. 
 
GR asked that children are remembered in the group’s future plans.  DM 
added that it can be difficult to arrange activities with schools that are extra to 
their curriculum, however the children who worked on the previous projects 
were fantastic.  HJ advised that Ysgol Pendorlan have applied for funding for 
an outdoor teaching/story time area.  This could be an ideal opportunity for 
the group to engage with the children. 
 
ER felt that promoting the launch is vital and promotional materials should be 
used.  DM added that this could be a poster sized version of the front cover of 
the Heritage Walk with the date and time of the launch printed on the front.  
This will save the need for designing a poster.  E-mailing the schools as well 
as flyers could also help with promotion. 
 
AOB 
 
DM wanted to express thanks on behalf of the Heritage Group to HJ and PD 
who he feels have been the driving force for the group. 
 
 
 


