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Children’s History Activity Pack
Colwyn Bay Heritage Group has worked closely with
Ysgol Pendorlan to develop this Local History
Activity Pack which will link in with the group’s
Heritage Walk and the National Curriculum.
The sound clips required for pages 7 and 8 can be
downloaded from the society’s website at
www.colwynbayheritage.org.uk.
The Heritage Walk can also be downloaded from the
website or copies are available from Colwyn Bay
Library.
For further information about the work of
Colwyn Bay Heritage Group please view the website
or contact Communities First on 01492 531996 or
Colwyn Bay Library on 01492 577510.

Rydal School , the Costain Building and Memorial Hall.
The Costain Building and the Memorial Hall were both designed by
the well-known local architect Sidney Colwyn Foulkes. He is famous for
having designed a lot of the buildings in Colwyn Bay.
Can you find out which other buildings in Colwyn Bay were
designed by Sidney Colwyn Foulkes? Either sketch them or print off and
stick the pictures in the space below – don’t forget to label them!

This building played a very important
part in how Colwyn Bay changed and
developed between 1800 and 1900.
Can you find out why this building
was important?
Somewhere on the
front of the building
is a clue!
See if you can find the
clue, make a sketch of
it below and then see
if you can find out what
links it to this man …

The ‘Mayfair’ Building.

Sir David Erskine
1792-1841

Former Metropole Hotel.

Rydal School , the Costain Building
and Memorial Hall.

Former Colwyn Bay Hotel
(now Princess Court Flats)

During World War II, Colwyn Bay played a very important part,
when a very important government department moved here from
London and took over the buildings (and several others) above.
Can you find out which important government department
took over the town and links the buildings above?

The government department that took over large part of Colwyn Bay
during World War Two was __________________________________

This was its logo…

Wetherspoons – Former Princess Picture House.
This building was a cinema from the time it was built in 1914 until it
became a Wetherspoons pub in 1999. The style of the interior (inside) of
the building is Art Deco – most of this still survives today.
Do some research about the features of Art Deco style and
then design your own Art Deco Picture House. You could either make
a 2D design on paper and/or build one in 3D using a shoebox or
similar as a base. As part of your research, you could find out if
there are any other Art Deco buildings remaining in the local area –
discuss who you think could help you with this information.
These websites may help you – if you find any others, note
their addresses here too for future reference…

http://www.bbc.co.uk/homes/design/period_artdeco.shtml)
http://heritage.elettra.co.uk/artdeco/intro.php

Wetherspoons – Former Princess Picture House.
This building was a cinema from the time it was built in 1914
until it became a Wetherspoons pub in 1999. After WW2, there
were three cinemas in Colwyn Bay; the Cosy on Abergele Road,
the Princess and the Arcadia on Prince’s Drive.
Listen to Clip 28 (Matthews Hardware Store) and listen to the
speaker’s memories of the ‘Cosy’ cinema. Find someone that
remembers one of the cinemas in Colwyn Bay and ask them if you can
interview them. Prepare some questions below and then record your
interview. What do you think makes a good interview/interviewer?
For example, do you know what an open-ended question is?

Railway Station
The Chester-Bangor railway opened for passengers in 1848 and the
original station for the town was in Old Colwyn. The current Colwyn Bay
station first opened as Pwllycrochan Halt.
Can you find out why the new station was built where it was and
perhaps why it was initially called Pwllycrochan Halt? Listening to Clip 19
(Railway Station) may help you. When you find the answer, use this
information to draw or paint a picture of the scene at Pwllycrochan Halt,
that features the important person that you will have learned about to
find your answer.
Write some notes on what/who you’ll need to include in your
painting/drawing…

Railway
Station
One hundred years after the railway station opened, it was a busy
place with four platforms which were needed to cope with the
thousands of visitors that came to Colwyn Bay on holiday. Years later,
there are now only two platforms and fewer people visit Colwyn Bay on
holiday than they did in the 1940s and 1950s.
Can you think of reasons for the changes mentioned above?

Colwyn Bay Station
has four platforms
and serves thousands
of visitors.

Colwyn Bay Station
has two platforms
and serves far
fewer visitors.

Station Road
Laid out in 1887 as the town’s main shopping street, Station Road
was the place to come and shop up until the 1960s. People came
from miles around to visit the shops on this road. You can see the
original features of many of the buildings if you look up, over the
shop fronts as they are now, to the upper floors. Station Road shops
were known for their cast iron and glazed (glass) canopies (covers)
and entrances between curved shop windows.

Daniel Allen arrived in Colwyn Bay in 1879 from Leek in
Staffordshire to open his store in Station Road. The shop closed in 1971
because, according to Mr Allen’s son Edgar, “…poor workmanship was
threatening the reputation of the business which had been built up
over 100 years.” The building is now a factory shop.
Imagine you are Mr Daniel Allen, looking at the site
of his shop now – what do you think he would feel or say?

Andrew Fraser Memorial Clock
You’ve probably walked past this
clock a hundred times – but do you
know why it’s there?
It was built as a memorial to a man
called Andrew Fraser who was born in
Colwyn Bay by his parents.

Can you find the plaque on the
clock and copy down the inscription?
Does it give you a clue to why his
parents chose a clock as a memorial?
There is also another plaque on the
clock – which sad story does that tell?

Victoria Pier

The first pier was opened in 1900 and the Victoria Pavilion (the
building on top of the pier) had room for 2,500 people! Originally, the
pier was 12 metres wide and 96 metres long, but it was later extended
to 320 metres. In 1922, the pavilion burned down and the second one
burned down in 1933. The third, and current, pavilion opened in 1934
and was built of fire-resistant materials! The pier continued to be
popular until the 1980s and sadly its condition has deteriorated.

Create a timeline to show the eventful history of the Victoria
Pier. Make it interesting to look at by using creative and colourful
illustrations and make sure the dates and other pieces of information
are all accurate. Your writing/labelling should be clear too.

The first pier was opened in 1900 and the Victoria Pavilion (the
building on top of the pier) had room for 2,500 people! Originally, the
pier was 12 metres wide and 96 metres long, but it was later extended
to 320 metres. In 1922, the pavilion burned down and the second one
burned down in 1933. The third, and current, pavilion opened in 1934
and was built of fire-resistant materials! The pier continued to be
popular until the 1980s and sadly its condition has deteriorated.

What links this street sign with the Victoria Pier?
Use your books and the internet to see if you can find out.
Look closely at the photograph of front of the Pavillion.
The fact that there is an apostrophe in the name of the avenue should
give you a clue too! Present your findings in the space below.

Look at the pier in the 1900s and now. There is a lot of debate
about what should happen to the pier. Some people want it restored
to its former glory and others think it should be demolished.
Can you think of arguments for both sides of the debate?
Use ‘Think, Pair, Share’ in your groups for this activity.

Demolish the Pier

Restore/Rebuild the Pier

This is the pier today.
What do YOU think
should happen to it?
Draw your design for a
new pier pavilion on the
pier below. Don’t forget
to annotate (label &
explain) your design.

