Colwyn Bay
Heritage
Walk
Colwyn Bay is a relatively recent town,
developing rapidly in the late 19th and
early 20th century.
Before the late 19th century the land was owned
by the Pwllycrochan Estate, and was fields and
woods, with a few farms and cottages. The town’s
development followed the sale of the estate in
1865 and the subsequent establishment of the
Colwyn Bay and Pwllycrochan Estate Company in
1875. Being aware of the benefits of easy rail
access from the urban areas of North West
England and the possibilities of developing a new
fashionable resort, the Company sold oﬀ the land
as building plots. From that date the town grew
rapidly as a holiday resort, with the population
reaching 4,754 in 1891 and then growing even
more quickly to be around 12,000 in 1907, with
an estimated 15,000 visitors.
Alongside the rapid house building was the need
to provide commercial and community facilities
for the growing number of both residents and
visitors. In the late 19th century churches and
chapels were at the heart of every community,
so not surprisingly, many religious congregations
became established in the town and a substantial number of churches and chapels
were built. As the town grew these were either extended to accommodate the
increasing congregation numbers, or additional churches or chapels were built in the
newly developing areas of the town.
This walk will highlight the rich heritage of religious buildings in the town.
Not only will it show a high standard and variety of architecture, but will also
give an insight into the changes in fortune of the many and varied
denominations that have occurred over the last 150 years.
NB. The text in this booklet is believed to be correct at the time of printing.
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Leave the car park at the Lansdowne Road exit,
turn to your right and walk along Lansdowne Road.

2. Capel y Rhos
The original Methodist
chapel on this site was built
in 1903 and called Hermon.
This was demolished and
replaced in 2007 by the
current modern building. It
was renamed Capel y Rhos
and replaced three Welsh
Calvinistic Methodist
chapels – Nazareth in
Mochdre, Bethlehem in
Lawson Road (16), Colwyn
Bay as well as Hermon.

1. St Andrew’s
Church
In the early 20th century
a Mission Church in Coed
Pella Road became too
small to meet the
growing needs of the
west end of the town.
Land was purchased and
the foundation stone for
St Andrew’s Church was
laid in 1908. The original
design was for a double
nave church, with a
tower at the eastern end
of the northern nave.
Unfortunately this design, by J. M. Porter and Elcock, was not completed. John Merry Porter
was a locally based architect who managed the oﬃce of the Pwllycrochan Estate Company and
was responsible for designing many notable buildings in the town. Only a single nave was ever
completed. The building we see today consists of two parts – the original western portion, in
an Arts and Crafts Gothic style – started in 1908, and the later eastern part of 1924, consisting
of the chancel and north transept, built in the Perpendicular style. The roof is in green
Westmorland slate, laid in diminishing courses with smaller slates at the top. A delightfully
gabled bell cote, complete with bell, lies above the porch close to the ridge. Whilst the church
walls are of uncoursed ashlar limestone it is worth noting that the south side of the nave is
rendered – presumably to accommodate the intended nave extension.
Built to commemorate the church’s jubilee, at a cost of £3,000 (most of which was raised by the
parishioners), the Jubilee Hall was opened in 1960.

At this point you can either continue the main walk or take Extension A. To stay
on the main walk, retrace your steps along Lansdowne Road, turning left into
Brackley Avenue. Walk down to St Joseph’s Church on your right. Turn to Page 5.
If taking the extension, at the end of Lansdowne Road turn right into Kings Road.
From Kings Road turn left into Conway Road. Cross the road at the pedestrian
crossing and continue left and across the A55 bridge using the pedestrian
crossings, reaching Brompton Avenue. Turn right into Llannerch Road East. Capel
y Rhos is on your right to the rear of a new block of flats.
2

Colwyn Bay Heritage Walk • Churches & Chapels

The influence of the Calvinistic Methodists in the area stretches back to the late eighteenth
century when humble pioneers started services in the surrounding hamlets. When Hermon
was built in the early 20th Century the Welsh Calvinistic Methodist cause was flourishing, and
was represented by 6 chapels in Colwyn Bay alone, with others in the surrounding villages,
such as Mochdre and Llanelian.
In Rhos on Sea the cause dates back to 1847, when a Sunday school began in a small thatched
cottage called “Aberhod Bach” on what is now the Cayley Promenade. As a new chapel on the
corner of Penrhyn Avenue and Rhos Promenade wasn’t considered suﬃciently prominent, a
move was made to the current site, which was donated by Sir George Cayley.
The 1903 building was an impressive and eye catching design, being built of bright red bricks,
and had a very attractive interior, lit by some beautiful stained glass windows. On demolition in
2007, the organ was preserved and has now found a new home in Budapest, Hungary.
The new chapel, Capel y Rhos, is
of a contemporary design – a
mix of brick and rendered
surfaces with a slate roof. One of
the original stained glass
windows from Hermon Chapel
has been incorporated into the
vestibule wall.

Turn right along Llannerch Road East until, on your right hand side, you reach a
pedestrian access with a Public Footpath sign, opposite Cwrt y Coleg. Walk
onto the footpath and view the information board to your left.
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3. Site of former
Penrhos College
Chapel
This substantial housing
development was once the
site of Penrhos College for
Girls until it merged with
Rydal School for Boys in
1995, the site finally closing
in 1999.
Penrhos College was
established in 1880 in a
house on West Promenade
as a private Methodist
school for girls. One of its
driving forces was the Rev.
Frederick Payne, who was
also responsible for
founding St John’s
Methodist Church in Colwyn Bay (5), and was also behind the foundation of Rydal School (a
private Methodist school for boys in Colwyn Bay).

4. St Joseph’s RC Church
In 1895 there were about one hundred Catholics in the Colwyn Bay area and Mass was
celebrated in a house on Rhiw Road. However on Sundays, Mass was celebrated in a large
room in the Imperial Hotel, Station Road.
In 1898 the Bishop invited the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, a priestly order, to take charge of
the mission. The Order is still serving the parish today.
As the town was growing the building of a church was necessary. A benefactor, Monsignor
James Lennon from Lancashire, donated the money to build a church in memory of Dean John
Lennon, his brother. The new church was to be dedicated to St. Joseph and was to be light,
spacious and of suﬃcient size to accommodate the large number of Catholic visitors as well as
the local residents.
Land was purchased from the Colwyn Bay and Pwllychrochan Estate Company. Building work
began in 1898 and the church was opened in 1900. The architect was R. Curran and the
original plans show a steeple, not a tower as there is now. The church is built of sandstone yellow sandstone for the walls and red sandstone for the details. Except for the boundary
walls, no use has been made of the local limestone.
Other associated developments have been the opening of a convent nearby in 1905, and a
primary school on adjacent land was opened in 1933.

The original buildings were previously a Hydropathic Spa and, as the school numbers grew,
additional buildings were added. Initially the girls from Penrhos College attended St John’s
Methodist Church for their Christian services. Eventually, as the school grew bigger, a separate
free standing chapel was built for the girls on the Penrhos site in 1925.
The chapel had some very impressive stained glass windows which fortunately have been
saved and moved to the main Rydal Penrhos School buildings in Colwyn Bay. Sadly the chapel
was demolished with the rest of the school to make way for the new residential development.
However a tower and weathervane from the College buildings have been saved and can be
seen situated in the grounds.

Continue along the public footpath in a straight line until reaching the
pedestrian bridge over the A55. Cross the bridge, turn right into Princes Drive
and then cross the road at the lights turning left into Conway Road. Walk along
the road towards the town centre until you reach St Joseph’s Church on your
right. You have now rejoined the main walk.
Turn right into Conway Road and walk to St John’s Uniting Church on your right.
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5. St John’s Uniting
Church
St John's Church, a Grade II Listed
Building, occupies an important
location and its tall spire is a
prominent local landmark, especially
approaching the town centre from
the west.
The church’s early history is largely
the story of two men, Rev. Dr William
Punshon and Rev. Frederick Payne,
who worked together establishing
Methodist churches along the North
Wales coast.
Their most significant project was to
be in Colwyn Bay, aiming to create a
complex almost unique in
Methodism - combining a large
church, schoolroom and manse on
one site. The architect was Robert
Curwen, and the builder, T Foulkes,
father of the distinguished local
architect Sidney Colwyn Foulkes.
Work started in 1881 and by early
1883 the manse and schoolroom were built, and the foundations of the church dug out, the
boundary walls and the lych gate completed. However money ran out and work ceased for
four years. The site was nicknamed “Wesley’s Folly", to ridicule the attempt to build such a
majestic church complex in Colwyn Bay. The church was finally completed in 1888.
St John’s has always had strong links with Christian education. Rev Payne was involved in the
foundation of Penrhos College for girls in 1880 and Rydal School for boys in 1885, both
Methodist foundations. Over the years both schools have made use of St John’s and the
Church has shared the buildings with Rydal Penrhos School, which has used the church for its
daily assemblies.

6. Hawarden
Road English
Presbyterian
Church
Opening in 1891 at a cost
of £3,700, the
congregation moved here
following the saleof their
previous building for
£1,800. This was also on
Conway Road, opposite
the bottom of Woodland
Road West (10). That
church had been shared
with the Welsh
congregation until
Engedi chapel (23)
opened on Woodland
Road West. Services
were held in the Town
Hall while the new
church was being built.
This fine and interesting church, designed by A. W. Smith of Manchester,
is one of a number of very red buildings on the walk.
The roof is of red tile with red ridges – note the courses of shaped tiles and the mythological
creature on the ridge of the west wing. The walls are of a finely laid red brick. Much use has
been made of terracotta, for example to the door and window openings, the parapet gables,
the crosses on the ridge of the main building and in the tall slender spire.
Also note the octagonal tower and the spire with its windows, the open porches on both the
western and eastern sides and the large transept window.
Delightful detailed features include the bands of decorative floral and fleur de lys tiles on the
south elevation facing Conway Road and the ornamental iron gates and unusual iron gate pillars.

In recent years the church has been joined by the members of the Union Church (11),
reflected in its changed name of “St John’s Uniting Church”. However the church has now
closed for services and its long term future must be uncertain.

Cross Conway Road and walk along it until you reach the Presbyterian Church
on the corner of Hawarden Road.
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Walk down Hawarden Road to Princes Drive. If you turn left you can go along
Princes Drive to No. 37.
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7. Former Synagogue

9. Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

This converted house opened as a Jewish Synagogue in 1948. Previously the small Jewish
community had met in an outhouse and then in a church hall. Known as Zion House, it
remained in use until the dwindling congregation amalgamated with that of Llandudno. The
property was sold to the adjacent hotel in 1977.

Opposite the Princes Drive Baptist Church on Princes Drive is the building where the Church
of Jesus Christ and the Latter Day Saints holds its meetings.

Return along Princes Drive to Princes Drive Baptist Church.

8. Princes Drive
Baptist Church
Formally known as the
Colwyn Bay English
Baptist Church, the
congregation was
formed in 1884. At first
the congregation
shared the premises of
the Welsh Baptist
Chapel in Old Colwyn,
holding separate
services. However in
1888 they moved to
share with Tabernacl
(12) on Abergele Road. Then in 1893 they moved into a corrugated building on Abergele
Road,where Stermat now stands. This was sold 20 years later, providing the funds for a new
building in Hawarden Road. Whilst building work was being completed they met in the Cosy
cinema on Conway Road, finally moving into Hawarden Road in 1913.The intention was to
build the church and a church hall, but only the hall was built at that time.
Declining membership during the war years resulted in amalgamation with the Congregational
Church (Union Church)(11) on Abergele Road in 1946. However the congregation moved
back into Hawarden Road in 1953.
In 1988 the new church sanctuary was opened to accommodate an expanding membership.
Thereafter the church name changed to Prince’s Drive Baptist Church.
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Turn right onto Princes Drive and then turn up Penrhyn Road. Just before the
top of Penrhyn Road, turn left into the narrow service road. After a few yards
just before the corner look up to your right for the remains of a limestone wall
of an early Presbyterian church.

10. Chapel rear of Matthews
Hardware store
The first Presbyterian services were held in a
carpenter’s workshop in Ivy Street in 1871.
Shortly afterwards John Pender, the owner of
the Pwllycrochan Estate, donated land for a
chapel on condition that English services were
held, and in 1873 a handsome stone chapel
was opened on Conway Road. Its services
were bilingual until 1879 when the Welsh
members opened their own chapel, Engedi
(23), in Woodland
Road West. The site
was subsequently
sold and
converted into
livery stables, with
the English Presbyterians building a new chapel (6) on the corner
of Conway and Hawarden Roads. The building was later converted
into the Cosy Cinema, and that was subsequently used for a time
by the Princes Drive Baptists, whilst their church was being built.

Retrace your steps turning left into Penrhyn Road, and then left into Conway
Road. Continue along this road / Abergele Road until you reach the Union
Church on your left.
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11. Union
Church
The first building on
this site was an iron
structure built in
1878 by the
Congregationalists,
seating 200. Whilst
initially services were
held in both
languages, in 1882
eleven English
members formed
their own church.
Nevertheless both
congregations still
used the same building and separate services were held in Welsh and English. However the
arrangements proved unsuccessful and the English Church bought out the Welsh Church.
A Welsh church, Capel Salem (13), was opened nearby on Abergele Road in 1885.

12. Tabernacl Chapel
Tabernacl Chapel was built in 1888 for the Welsh and the English Baptist congregations, who
moved there from worshipping in Old Colwyn. However the English congregation moved
elsewhere in 1891. The cost of the church, schoolroom and additional rooms was £1800, with
the chapel house, added in 1890, costing £126.
In 1920 the Prime Minister, David Lloyd George visited Tabernacl and, following a sermon by
Rev. J. S. Jones, commented “I felt the power of the Welsh pulpit touching my heart”.
The chapel’s first minister was the notable Rev. William Hughes, a missionary in the Congo
between 1882 and 1885. He established the Congo Institute (18).
The main features of the Chapel’s front elevation are the flanking buttresses, the two sets of
windows, each with two arched windows, the trefoils above and the round cinquefoil window
in the gable with its arched
hoodmould. An unusual
feature is the slate lean to
roof. The bold porch has
simple boarded doors with
“Tabernacl” painted on the
fanlight.

The current split level building, seating 250 and costing £2,450, was then constructed,
opening in 1885. The Minister’s house is adjacent to the church. It was extended in 1901 to
accommodate 600, with several classrooms and a spacious hall at the lower level. The result
was an imposing two storey, twin fronted, limestone building. The detailing is in sandstone and
the roof is of slate with red ridge tiles.

Note on the front elevation
the eight memorial stones,
all dated March 6th 1888
naming chapel dignitaries
and from where they came.

In 1945 the Congregational Church united with the English Baptists from Hawarden Road (8),
to become known as the Union Church.

The organ, made by
Rushworth & Draper, and
installed in 1937, came
from the music room of
the late Edward Blackburn,
a Manchester cotton
manufacturer, latterly of
Bryn Eisteddfod, Glan
Conwy.

Latterly the part of the lower floor fronting Sea View Road was used by the Cooperative
Funeral Services.
Sadly by the turn of the century the structural condition of the building had seriously
deteriorated and it was sold for development.
In 2002 the congregation moved to worship at nearby Dewi Sant (21) and remained there
until 2006 when they united with St John’s Methodist Church to become St John’s Uniting
Church (5).

Continue along Abergele Road to the Tabernacl Church.
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Continue along Abergele Road until you reach Capel Salem (Antioch)
on your right.
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13. Capel Salem
(Antioch)
The Welsh Congregational
church built Capel Salem when
they moved from the site of the
current Union church (11). It was
opened in 1885 and altered in
1901-03 to the designs of
Rowland Lloyd-Jones of
Caernarfon.
The front Neo-Classical elevation
is of dark granite with extensive
sandstone detailing. The central
part of this elevation, the main
windows and the arch below the
pedimented gable, are flanked
by granite and sandstone
pilasters which terminate in an
ogee cap. The small arched
ground floor windows to the
sides of the doorways, are
delightful features. Access is through two prominent entrances, each with bold semi-circular
arches supported by four circular columns with carved capitals and with two six-panelled, red
doors.
Note the large number of foundation stones – seven to the left, one in the centre between the
entrances and seven to the right.
In 2001 a small group of Baptists started using the building jointly with the existing dwindling
Welsh congregation. However, because of having few members, the Welsh group soon moved
out to join up with a similar Welsh Congregational Church in Old Colwyn. The Baptists
continued using Capel Salem and eventually bought the building in 2004.
Great eﬀorts have since brought the church back to its former glory, with re-roofing, rerendering and with many internal improvements.
The building is still called Capel Salem but the Church is known as “Antioch”.

Continue along Abergele Road and turn left into Greenfield Road. Just
around the corner on your left is Coastal Ceramics which occupies the
former Shiloh Chapel.

12
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14. Shiloh Chapel
Shiloh Chapel in Greenfield Road was built in 1876 by the Welsh Wesleyan Methodists and
was rebuilt and enlarged in 1888. With congregations continuing to increase, a move was
made to build Horeb (20) in Rhiw Road in 1898. It was then sold to the English Wesleyans in
1899 for £850 and they used it pending the building of Nant y Glyn Church (17). At the time
of the Wesleyan move to the Nant y Glyn church the congregation was about 170.
It was subsequently sold and was initially used as an egg packing centre. It is currently in use as
a ceramic tile shop.
It is built of limestone
with a slate roof and
red ridge tiles. The
principal elevation
faces east to
Greenfield Road
with fine ashlar
limestone masonry
to the gable and
above the first floor
windows. A limited
use has been made
of sandstone, for
example the
window openings.
One of the most
interesting features
is the unusual semi
circular carving
above the windows
in the form of a
shell.

At this point you can either continue the main walk or take Extension B. To stay
on the main walk retrace your steps along Abergele Road turning into Rhiw
Road on your left. On your right you will come to Horeb. Turn to Page 17.
If taking the extension, turn left onto Abergele Road. Walk along Abergele
Road and turn left into Erskine Road. Some distance down you will find the
Friends Meeting House on your left.
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15. Friends Meeting House
Prior to the building of the Meeting House in
1899 a small group of Quakers, the Religious
Society of Friends, had been meeting in each
others’ homes. The Meeting House was given
to the Quakers by a family named Barlow who,
although not Quakers themselves, respected
their beliefs and integrity. Attendance has
fluctuated over the years, but regular worship has been unbroken since 1899.
With its red tiled roof, red brick walls and red brick chimney, this is one of a number of
markedly red chapels on the Heritage Walk. However, sandstone has also been used, albeit
sparingly. The Erskine Road elevation is simply, but pleasingly, designed with bays divided by
shallow buttresses with semi-circular arched clear glazed windows in between.
Particular features to note include the front porch with its arched moulded brick doorway and
the dark green panelled doors. A circular window high on the otherwise blank north gable is
divided into nine stained glass panels.
An adjacent two storey house forms part of the complex.

Walk back to Abergele Road. Turn left and then the next left into Lawson Road.
A little way down you will find the former Bethlehem Chapel.

16. Bethlehem Chapel
Built in 1897 as a branch of Engedi (23) it later
became a separate Methodist chapel. The
building was doubled in size in 1899 and in
1905 was listed as having 362 members.
A hall, added in 1913, saw performances by the
chapel’s drama group, concerts and
eisteddfodau. In 1936 the unemployed used the
hall and in 1939 it became a meeting place for
children evacuated from Liverpool.
The building’s future will be as a sympathetic conversion into three family houses.As elsewhere,
the local limestone has been used along with the selective use of sandstone. The main feature is
the wide symmetrical gable front with a five light central window above the porch, flanked by
buttresses. The date 1897 is boldly displayed in a circular stone plaque. Of particular interest is
the finely carved lintel with the name “BETHLEHEM” inscribed in the stone.

Return to Abergele Road. Turn left and then immediately right into Nant y Glyn
Road.
14
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17. Nant y Glyn Methodist Church
The church was built in 1905 for worshippers living in the expanded east end of the town.
English Wesleyans had previously worshipped at the Welsh Methodist chapels in Greenfield
Road (14) and Rhiw Road (19), or at St. John's Methodist Church (5) in Conway Road. At the
inauguration many from these churches marched in procession to the stone-laying ceremony
at the church, headed by the Colwyn Bay Silver Band. A similar procession took place in the
2005 centenary celebrations, with some of the participants wearing Edwardian dress.
This particularly fine complex of buildings is built at an angle to Abergele and Nant y Glyn
Roads to take account of the steeply sloping ground and it forms an interesting architectural
composition. The architect was Arthur Brocklehurst of Manchester and it was built by local
builders, John Tucker & Sons.
The building group is distinctively red – red tiles (with courses of shaped tiles to add interest
to the roof), fine, narrow jointed Ruabon red brick, complimented by the use of terracotta
for horizontal banding, window tracery, gable parapets and buttress tops.
The adjacent hall, constructed of the same materials and handled in the same way, has its
own imposing entrance marked by pillars and gates. An adjoining house standing to the rear
also formes part of the complex.
The complex survives remarkably intact and displays a high standard of design and
craftsmanship.

At the end of Nant y Glyn Road is a large yellow bricked building that was once
the Congo Institute.
Colwyn Bay Heritage Walk • Churches & Chapels
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18. The Congo Institute

20. Horeb

The Congo Institute was established by Rev. W. Hughes, a friend of Sir Henry Stanley (of “Dr
Livingstone, I presume” fame), whom he met whilst a missionary in the Congo. On returning he
set up the Congo House Training Institute for training African children, where they were
taught trades and educated in Christianity. Later older students attended the Institute. “The
African children, walking in the streets of Colwyn Bay, have now become a feature of the
place”. ( John Heywood’s Guide Book to Colwyn Bay (1892)

Horeb was built by the
Welsh Wesleyan
Methodists when their
Shiloh Chapel (14)
became too small. It was
a major venture for
such a small group of
people, the total
Chapel membership at
the time being 119.
The school room was
built first in 1900 at a
cost of £1,000,
followed by the chapel
in 1902 (£4,000). Two
houses to the rear
were completed in
1904. In 1923 a rear
extension had to be
built to accommodate
the current Bevington
pipe organ, which was
delivered to Colwyn
Bay from Liverpool by
train. However the
organ didn’t become
fully operational until 1926.

Retrace your steps on Nant y Glyn Road to Nant y Glyn Avenue on your left.
Walk along the Avenue and the continuing Park Road. On reaching the junction
with Rhiw Road look left you will see Woodhill Baptist Church.

19. Woodhill Baptist Church
Built in 1902 by the Welsh
Calvanistic Methodist Synod as a
mission outreach church from
Engedi (23) in Woodland Road,
it was known as Rhiw Chapel or
“the chapel on the hill”. In 1908
it became independent from
Engedi, but gradually
membership declined and it
became empty for some years.
However in 1935 the Old
Baptist Union bought it for
£675 and renamed it Ebenezer
This Baptist group had been formed in 1908 and had previously worshipped in Greenfield
Hall, then in a school in Douglas Road, and for a further 9 years in No. 90 Abergele Road.
The name was changed in the 1980’s to Woodhill Baptist Church. It now has a flourishing
congregation and has during the recent years started mission churches in Llandudno and
Llanfairfechan.
The building is somewhat plain, built of red brick on a stone basement with a slate roof and
plain ridge tiles. The front gable facing east onto Rhiw Road is of a symmetrical design. A
plaque is located on the porch but has no inscription. The elevations are simple and plain,
although brick string coursing above the windows provides some decoration.

Walk down Rhiw Road until you reach Horeb on your left. You have now
rejoined the main walk.
16
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Since 2000 the chapel and schoolroom have both undergone extensive improvements and
renovations.
The chapel’s front elevation is of squared limestone. As with several churches and chapels on
the Heritage Walk, sandstone has been used for the gable parapets, string courses, and for
door and window openings. Note the name “Horeb” carved on a stone plaque above the
main entrance and the date 1902. The side elevations are much simpler – the masonry is far
less refined or dressed. The roof is of slate with simple red ridge tiles.
Note the unusual tapering stone pillars that support ornamental gates in the sandstone coped,
low limestone boundary wall, which runs along the road boundary.

Walk down Rhiw Road to Eglwys Dewi Sant on your left.
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21. Eglwys Dewi
Sant (Saint David’s
Church)
In 1899 a public appeal was
made for funds to build a
church for the 2,000 strong
Welsh speaking community in
parish. By 1903 the church
had been completed at a cost
of £1,858. Adjacent to and
parallel to the south side of
the parent building of Saint
Paul’s (22), it has a reversed
orientation, the altar being at
the west end – and not in the
normal east.
1916 saw the death of the
Vicar, Canon Hugh Roberts,
who had been an
indefatigable worker for the
church and the parish for 23
years. Whilst Vicar of Colwyn
Bay he had completed St.
Paul’s Church, built St. David’s and St. Andrew’s (1), and the Vicarage and Church Room.
A Grade II Listed Building, the architect was John Douglas, who also designed St Paul’s and St
John’s in Old Colwyn.
It has a distinctive and individual design with a red tiled roof and large square bellcote rising
from the roof at its eastern end. The bellcote is topped by an octagonal spire.
The walls are of squared limestone, with contrasting red sandstone dressings to the window
openings, window tracery and string courses. An apsidal chapel stands at the western end.
Unlike elsewhere in the town note here the buttresses taper. Note also the 1902 date stone to
the right hand side of the porch.
Recently Dewi Sant has been completely reordered internally to enable ARC Communities to
continue its work with Colwyn Bay’s homeless and vulnerable.

Next to Eglwys Dewi Sant is St Paul’s Church.

22. St Paul’s Church
The original Church in Wales parish church was at Llandrillo-yn-Rhos 2 miles away but, with the
growth of Colwyn Bay, there was a need for a church in the town.
The congregation first met in a carpenter’s shop in Ivy Street, the first service being in 1871. In
1872 a mission room was built where the present church stands.
An iron church opened in 1880, again on the present site. In 1886 this New Colwyn Mission
Chapel was allegedly burnt down by the Mochdre tithe rioters, previously condemned by the
Vicar, Rev. Venable-Williams. Services continued in the Public Hall, now Theatr Colwyn.
With the insurance monies, subscriptions and collections, the nave and aisles of St Paul’s church
were built, being consecrated in 1888. The present chancel was added in 1895 and the tower
in 1911.
The church is a particularly fine example of the work of the highly regarded architect, John
Douglas of Chester, (1830-1911).
The walls are of local limestone with contrasting red Runcorn sandstone dressings. The roof is
in greenish slate laid to diminishing courses. The skilful combination of the two stones – grey
and red – may be seen on all the elevations and on the tower. Sandstone has been chosen for
the gable parapets, string courses, window tracery and doorways.
The adjoining church hall, of 1895, is also by Douglas and Fordham.
Standing on rising ground, St. Paul’s Church is a notable local landmark and is an excellent
example of late Victorian church architecture.
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At the bottom of Rhiw Road, turn left and walk along Abergele Road until
Woodland Road West on your left. Turn into Woodland Road and walk up to
Engedi Chapel.

23. Engedi Chapel
The church opened in 1879 by
the Welsh Presbyterians, who had
previously worshiped with the
English Presbyterians in a
building on Conway Road, now
occupied by Matthews Hardware
store (10). In 1902 as
congregation numbers grew they
built a mission church on Rhiw
Road, now the Woodhill Baptist
Church (19).
More recently the building was
used by the Elim Pentecostal
Church until it closed a few years
ago. Its future now seems to lie
in a conversion to flats.
A tall, imposing building it has a symmetrical front elevation of squared local limestone, with
contrasting yellow sandstone used for the gable parapets, windows and door openings, quoins
and buttress tops. Note the circular quatrefoil window surrounded by eight round windows.
The side elevations are plainer – random masonry and two levels of windows divided into bays
by high buttresses.
There is no front porch – only a slightly projecting gable with a modest doorway with
simple boarded doors. The name “ENGEDI” and the date 1879 are finely carved in s
andstone above the doors.

Turn around and opposite you will see the National Spiritualist Church.

24. National Spiritualist Church
The Spiritualist Church has converted and used this former house for a number of years.

Walk to the bottom of Woodland Road, turn left into Conway Road and walk
along the road until Coed Pella Road. Turn left and then right into Lansdowne
Road and back into the car park.
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